HOUSTON AREA
PO BOX 1082
HOUSTON TX 77251-1082
www.moaahoustonarea.com
Vol. LIV No. 4
NEXT MEETING SATURDAY, April 29, 2017

Newsletter to Members
April 2017
BRAEBURN COUNTRY CLUB

President’s Message

Officers

“Believe you can and you are half way
there.” –Teddy Roosevelt.
Your Houston MOAA Chapter is committed
to monthly meetings with outstanding
speakers and special events. We will never
Eugene A. Vecera,
LTC USA
give up on this quest! This month, in
addition to our guest speaker Mr. Bob
Beeley, Commander of the Houston-area Civil Air Patrol; our
Chaplain CAPT (Ret) Kerry Magee will deliver his annual, and
very inspirational, commemoration for deceased members of the
past year. It is especially appropriate that this month is the 100th
anniversary of Americas entry into WW I. The Military Ball is
May 20 (sign up now), and in the autumn timeframe, our
members MG (Ret) Joy Stevens and COL (Ret) Jim Stryker will
be dedicating the “Price of Liberty” monument that they
spearheaded for military families on the State Capitol grounds.
Thanks to a most dedicated Board of Officers, we are pressing
on and pressing harder in other areas as well. Our secretary, LTC
(Ret) Rollins Collins, is working with the University of Houston
to promote the remodeling of the Army ROTC facilities
(unchanged since 1972). Our vice-president, MAJ (Ret) Dan
Gutierrez, is attending our state MOAA meetings of the Texas
Council to both bring issues to the council and bring home
information, especially the planning for a state convention. Our
treasurer, LTC (Ret) Dr. Don Couch, is a maven in managing our
funds and executing all the IRS forms required for our proper
functioning. COL (Ret) Andy Parsons is ever the award-winning
photographer along with Ms. Carol Ann Wilson, our newsletter
editor. A special salute is due to LTC (Ret) Mac Maconnico, our
ROTC/JROTC Awards coordinator, especially in this season of
award ceremonies from March thru May. We will continue to do
our Best for you our members and our civilian community. As
GEN Schwarzkopf said, “You always know the right thing to do.
The hard part is doing it.” We Shall!
Respectfully,
LTC Eugene Vecera, USA, President
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MOAA Houston Area
Board Meetings for
2017
Tuesday before Monthly
Luncheon Meeting

11:30
Rudi Lechner’s
2503 S. Gessner

2017 Meetings
4/25 5/23 6/20 7/25 8/22
9/26 10/24 11/14 None in Dec

2016 MOAA-HA Meetings
4/29 May 20 is Military Ball
6/24 7/29 8/26 9/23 10/28
11/16 (with MOWA)
12/2 Christmas Gala

Military Officers
Wives Association

MOWA

All members are welcome.

Thursday, Apr. 20
11:30 Fellowship
Luncheon at Noon

MOAA

Rudi Lechner’s
2503 S. Gessner

Houston Area
Monthly Meeting
and Luncheon

Order off the Menu
and Pay Individually

Saturday Apr. 29
11:30 fellowship
12 Noon Luncheon

BraeBurn Country Club

RSVP to Bobbye Parsons,
713.541.3143,
by Mon. 4/17, 10 a.m.

See you there!

8101 Bissonnet St
Houston TX 77074
(713) 774-2586

MOAA-HA

MENU
House Salad
Steak Diana
OR
Grilled Chicken Breast
with lemon pepper jus
Scalloped Potatoes
Green Beans
Rolls, Butter
Coffee and Tea
German Chocolate Cake
$30
Complimentary
Valet Parking
Reservations by Wed.
4/26 to Don Couch,
832.205.2009

Z Treasurer’s

Report,

April 1, 2017

Receipts
Expenses
Balance

$ 1,285.00
$ 1,372.60
$ 5,589.55

Don L. Couch, Treasurer
LTC USA Ret.

MEMBERSHIP
DIRECTORY
Our 2017 Membership Directory
will be published in April and
distributed at our April 29 meeting.
Please make every effort to attend
our April meeting to save us the costs
of mailing directories.
Join us at the April Meeting and pick
up your new 2017 Membership
Directory.

Chaplain’s
Message
SHALOM!
PEACE BE
WITH YOU!

Kerry B. Magee,
CAPT USNR-Ret.

PASSOVER and EASTER
CELEBRATIONS
During this month, April,
planet Earth and its human
being inhabitants, celebrate
the ending of winter and the
beginning of spring, where
God’s creation blooms
annually again with new
greenery and a rainbow of
colorful flowers. It is, indeed,
a most wonderful and
enjoyable renewal time!
In Texas, we are blessed to
have the gorgeous
Bluebonnets and Indian Paint
Brushes, budding out in
glorious splendor! They are
worth a trip to Brenham or
the Hill Country. (Take the
grandkids for memorable
photo ops!)
In the Spiritual realm, the
Judeo-Christian culture/civilization celebrates two
important religious events:
Passover for the Hebrews and
Easter for the Christians.
Passover reminds the Hebrew
faithful of the Lord God’s
Death Angel “passing over”
their homes in Egypt, while
destroying the firstborn of
Pharaoh’s Egypt for
disobeying Moses's (by God)
command to “Let My People
Go!” It was an act of
deliverance by Almighty God
of His chosen People! And
Moses commanded his flock
to commemorate it annually at
the time of occurrence.
Easter, the celebration of the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ,
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God’s only beloved Son,
after His Crucifixion
redeeming all mankind's
collective sins,
provides the promise of
Everlasting Life for all
believers in Christ, the
Messiah. It is a glorious,
joyful, and meaningful time
for the universal church of
Christ, a time of Spiritual
Renewal.
The beautiful, pure, white,
bright Lily has become the
“Symbol of Remembrance”
of Easter for the faithful, as
churches across America
present the Lilies at Easter
services. Many church
members purchase them in
Honor or Memory of a
beloved family member. I
have done so, for many
years, in memory of my dad
and mom, CPO Bernarr V.
Magee, USNR-RET, and
Dorothy Magee. I look
forward to rejoining them in
Heaven!

“MOAA, Church, and the Gideons
were his favorite things.”

REPORT On Our
March Meeting

Services for CAPT Eggleston will
be at 12 noon on April 6 at
Sharpstown Baptist Church, 7000
Bellaire Blvd. 77074, with CAPT
Kerry Magee and Pastor Mike
Jeter officiating. CAPT Eggleston
had lost his beloved wife Jean a
couple of years ago. He is survived
by five children: J. Marvin (Debra)
Eggleston, Indianapolis; Marcia
(Rick) Knight of Green Valley, AZ;
Merrill (Joyce) Eggleston of
Indianapolis; Mark (Dori) Eggleston
of Missouri City, TX; and Douglas
Eggleston of Sugar Land, TX.

MAJ Dan Gutierrez served
as Meeting Chair, as Col.
Vecera was out of town on
military business, and he did a
fantastic job! He reported that
efforts are underway for our
October 28 meeting to be held
in conjunction with MOWW
(Military Order of World
Wars) in the Ellington area.
This is in keeping with a goal
of reaching out to those who
may find it easier to attend a
meeting closer to them. But a
strong voice expressed
appreciation for BraeBurn
Country Club and the belief
that it is viewed to many as a
centralized location.

Endowment Fund
and
Houston Corps of Cadets
Well, here I am standing on your
favorite street corner, but my sign
doesn't say homeless. My sign says,
“Please donate to the Houston Corps
of Cadets Endowment Fund at the
University of Houston.” This a very
worthy cause that I hope you can
support. The form is in this
newsletter and your contribution is
tax deductible for charitable
purposes.

May y’all have a Blessed
Passover, or Easter, wherein
we Believers All renew our
Faith!
May God Bless you and
keep you!

Thanks,

William Taylor
Cpt. USA Ret.

CAPT Kerry B. Magee
USNR-RET
Chaplain/Past President

TAPS
MOAA-HA
Past
President
Ervin
Eggleston
passed away
on March 24, 2017, at age
93, from pneumonia. His son
Doug notified MOAA-HA of
his father’s death, saying that

Cpt. William Taylor is presented a
Certificate of Appreciation by 3rdVP
Daniel Gutierrez, who chaired the
March meeting in the absence of
President Eugene Vecera, who was
in San Antonio attending the Reserve
Officers Convention. Cpt. Taylor
has resigned due to health reasons.

Chairman Gutierrez
announced that we need to fill
a full table–or even two–at the
Military Ball on May 20
(information in this
newsletter). Please let LtCol
Vecera know if you can attend
so we can hold you a space.
Our speaker, Col. Mark
Campsey, was outstanding!
Again, for those of you who
missed this meeting and
hearing this speaker, we are
sorry. You really missed a
great treat. We thank him for
taking his valuable time to
speak to us, on the topic of
“the Value of Sacrifice and
Service in the War Against
Terror Post-9/11.”
He invited us to reflect on
where we were and what we
were doing on 9/11/01 and
described the moments when
the planes hit those buildings.
The result of that awful day
was 2,977 killed: 2,750 in the
Twin Towers, of whom 343
were NYCFD, 23 were
NYPD, and 27 were with the
NYC Port Aut6hority. The
remaining casualties were at
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the Pentagon and of those
brave souls who took the
plane down in Shanksville,
Pennsylvania, to prevent a
worse outcome. “War has
always been a life-altering
event,” Col Campsey said,
“but this one is different,” as
he outlined and expounded
on three major differences.
(1) In the War on Terror, the
warriors do not ju8st serve
and then come home. They
deploy again and again,
creating and renewing
psychological stress not only
on the warriors but on their
families as well.
(2) Terrorists don’t wear
uniforms. There are no front
lines. Terrorists have no rules
of combat and use our rules
of humanity against us.
(3) IEDs. Terrorists are
tremendously skilled with
these lethal devices, and our
warriors are always
anticipating being struck by
them.
In the War on Terror Post9/11, during the 14 yeaars
through August 2016, 2.6
million have deployed,
700,000 of those multiple
times; 400,000 are living
with PTSD or some form of
combat stress. An amazing
stastistic: 80% are proud of
their service, and 89% would
do it again. “We cannot let
them feel that they are
forgotten,” Campsey said, to
the applause of all in
attendance. “MOAA is a
respected voice, and we hope
you continue,” Campsey
added.
General Joy Stevens was
also at the meeting, and at
the end of Col. Campsey’s
talk, she added that she had
served with Mark Campsey
during his last deployment,

at which time his wife was dealing
with breast cancer. His wife told him:
“You Go! Your soldiers need you!”
[There were not too many dry eyes in
the place. –Ed.]
Col. Campsey concluded with: “Only
ONE PERCENT of this country has
ever been in uniform, so we must
make use of every opportunity to
remind others of the brutal nature of
this war.

Col Mark Campsey receives
certificate from Maj Gutierrez.

COL James Stryker, husband of
General Stevens, was also at the
meeting, and he reported on the
status of the Texas War Memorial
project. The design has been
approved, the artist has begun, and
the location will be on 12th Street at
San Jacinto in Austin, where all who
enter the capitol from that area will
pass right by it, and it will be visible
from both 12th Street and San
Jacinto. They hope for a Veterans
Day presentation. Gen. Stevens and
Col. Stryker will be the speakers for
our July meeting, so come one and
all!

LtCol Joseph C.
Willoughby, AF

Treasurer Don Couch announced
that the Board had voted to donate
$500 again this year for the UH
Army ROTC Scholarship, and added
that $335 of this had been raised
through the drawings at monthly
meetings. At this meeting, Lt. Lee
Barratt won the drawing and
donated his winnings back to the
treasury for the scholarship fund.

LtCol Keith “Ed”
Fitz, AF

Col. James Stryker, USA, and
MG Joy Stevens, USA

LTC Couch with Winner LT Lee
Barratt, USN, who donated it back.

COL Andy Parsons was present at
the meeting with his lovely wife
Bobbye, and once again he did us
proud with these great photos.

CPT Emanuel J. Thomas, USA,
and wife Jeanette

We encourage all members to
attend our April Meeting!
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April 29 Meeting
Speaker
Robert A.
Beeley, of
Tomball,
Texas, is a
seasoned
leader and
consultant
of more
than 20
years. He is a critical thinker
and leader for changing
environments. His skills
include Disaster Planning
Training and Critical
Incident Stress Training for
post-disaster use. He also is
experienced with USAF
Squadron, Group, and Wing
leadership training at all
levels. His experience
includes U.S. Air Force,
Hospital administrator
U.S. Air Force (AUX) (Civil
Air Patrol) Commander and
legislative liaison, Texas and
Washington, D.C. He holds
a BBA from the University
of Texas, Austin, following
Stanford University and
University of Houston; as
well as Wharton School and
various financial seminars, in
addition to USAF Officer
Training.
Come on out to our April 29
meeting and hear this
dynamic speaker.

PATRIOT PAWS
Service Dogs
Patriot Paws is growing and
needs volunteers for puppy
raisers. If you would like to
become one of these very
special volunteers and have a
hand in training service dogs
for disabled veterans, please
visit their Website,
www.patriotpaws.org.

NEWS OF INTEREST TO
MILITARY VETERANS

includes convenience, quality,
and adequate protections.”

News you may not have heard from
the mainstream and cable news:

President Trump spoke briefly
to press at the start of the
meeting, saying that “as
Commander in Chief, I will
not accept substandard service
for our great veterans,” and
repeated his assertion that
veterans have been treated
poorly by VA in recent years.
“I outlined a detailed plan to
reforming veterans’ care
throughout the country, and
we’re working to put that plan
into effect,” he said. “And it’s
moving, I think I can say,
honestly, ahead of schedule.”

Trump Vet Listening
Session
President Trump held his first
face-to-face meeting with
representatives from prominent
veterans groups on 17 MAR–a step
that community advocates called a
productive and critical step in advancing the White House’s promises to
veterans. The hour-long meeting with
Trump, Vice President Mike Pence,
Veterans Affairs Secretary David
Shulkin, and senior White House
staff covered issues including
medical care access for veterans,
accountability for VA employees,
veterans caregiver programs, and the
President's campaign pledges to
make veterans services more
efficient. President Trump was
involved in the conversation
throughout the meeting, questioning
the groups on their priorities and
ways the White House can help.
“We’ve been asking for this meeting
for a long time, and I think it was a
great way to start a working
relationship with this White House,”
said Joe Chenelly, national executive
director of AMVETS. “Both the
President and Vice President were
very engaged on the issues and
wanted to hear from us.”
“Coming out of the meeting, we
believe that the President and his
administration are committed to
improving the VA system of care and
expanding choices for veterans
seeking healthcare outside of the VA
system,” Sherman Gillums Jr.,
Executive Director of Paralyzed
Veterans of America, said after the
meeting. “What’s more, we are
optimistic that with further
collaboration between his administration and Secretary Shulkin, there
is a new day dawning for the future
of all healthcare for veterans that

Officials in the meeting said
President Trump made no
new promises to the groups,
but did direct VP Pence to
discuss the idea of a White
House office for veteran
empowerment after a
suggestion from Got Your 6.
Bill Rausch, Executive
Director of that group, said he
pushed for administration
officials to look beyond
Veterans Affairs programs
and challenges to larger
societal issues for ways to
help veterans, noting that not
every veterans issue is one
tied to health care and
benefits. Along with Got Your
6, the meeting included
Student Veterans of America,
the Military Order of the
Purple Heart, and the “big
six” veterans groups:
American Legion, Veterans of
Foreign Wars, Disabled
American Veterans, PVA,
Vietnam Veterans of America,
and AMVETS. In a statement,
CVA Executive Director
Mark Lucas praised President
Trump for “a bold vision of
VA reform that includes
choice and accountability”
and said his group is grateful
that he “has given us a seat at
the table in these important
discussions.” At one point,
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President Trump promised to
quickly fire any VA
employee found committing
criminal acts or workplace
negligence, and if it violates
federal employment policies,
“they can sue me, I don’t
care.” Officials from Iraq and
Afghanistan Veterans of
America said they were
disappointed to be left off the
event. [Source: Military
Times, Leo Shane III, March
17, 2017.]

“Today there is duplication and
redundancy everywhere,” he said,
without offering further specifics on
areas where he has seen those
problems. “Billions and billions of
dollars are being wasted. This order
requires a thorough examination of
every executive department and
agency to see where money is being
wasted, how services can be
improved, and whether programs are
truly serving American citizens.”
Candidate Trump made cutting
government waste a frequent promise
on the campaign trail.

DoD Fraud Waste &
Abuse?

Details on how the public can submit
ideas will be published in the Federal
Register (www.federalregister.gov)
in coming days. The final report from
OMB is expected to include whether
some federal agency functions
“would be better left to state or local
governments, or to the private sector”
and “the costs of shutting down or
merging agencies.” In January 2015,
the Pentagon’s Defense Business
Board suggested the Defense
Department could cut $125 billion in
spending over five years by reducing
services from contractors, implementing early retirements, reworking
contracts, and reducing
administrative costs.

If you have suggestions on
how to save money on
building the F-35 fleet, or on
how to reorganize Veterans
Affairs hospitals to be more
efficient, President Trump
wants to hear from you. An
executive order signed by
President Trump 13 MAR
calls for a “comprehensive
plan for reorganizing the
executive branch” to include
a plan from every federal
department by early September to “improve the
efficiency, effectiveness, and
accountability of that
agency.” In addition, the
order calls for the director of
the Office of Management
and Budget to invite the
public to suggest improvements to how federal
agencies operate. That
includes the Departments of
Defense, Homeland Security,
and Veterans Affairs (but not
Congress, which is part of
the legislative branch of
government).
In a statement to reporters
before his Cabinet officials,
President Trump said the
move is designed to make the
federal government more
efficient and effective.

VA officials have also faced charges
of wasteful spending in recent years,
including expensive overruns on
hospital constructions.[Source:
Military Times, Leo Shane III,
March 14, 2017.]

civilian–work in organizations
around the world as part of
DoD's personnel recovery and
personnel accounting
communities. They are all
dedicated to the single
mission of finding and
bringing our missing
personnel home. For a listing
of all personnel accounted for
since 2007 refer to
http://www.dpaa.mil/ and
click on “Our Missing.”
Family members seeking
more information about
missing loved ones may call
the following Service
Casualty Offices: U.S. Air
Force (800) 531-5501, U.S.
Army (800) 892-2490, U.S.
Marine Corps (800)
847-1597, U.S. Navy (800)
443-9298, or U.S. Department
of State (202) 647-5470.
[Source: http://www.dpaa.mil,
March 31, 2017.]

Ernesto and Candy, two of our
fantastic servers each month at
BraeBurn Country Club
How many do you
remember?

POW/MIA Recoveries?
“Keeping the Promise,” “Fulfill Their
Trust,” and “No One Left Behind”
are several of many mottos that refer
to the efforts of the Department of
Defense to recover those who
became missing while serving our
nation. The number of Americans
who remain missing from conflicts in
this century are: World War II
(73,515) Korean War (7,841), Cold
War (126), Vietnam War (1,627),
1991 Gulf War (5), and Libya (1).
More than 600 Defense Department
men and women–both military and

Head lights dimmer switches
on the floor.
Ignition switches on the
dashboard.
Heaters mounted on the inside
of the fire wall.
Real ice boxes.
Pant leg clips for bicycles
without chain guards.
Soldering irons you heat on a
gas burner.
Using hand signals for cars
without turn signals.
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The Houston Military Affairs Committee
Presents the

Armed Forces Day Military Ball
The Ball Committee Requests the Pleasure
Of Your Company at the
2017 Armed Forces Day Military Ball
"Honoring Our Armed Forces:
Past and Present"
Saturday, May 20, 2017
Houston Marriott South Hobby Airport
Houston, Texas 77017
6 p.m. Social Hour/Silent Auction, 7 p.m. Ceremony and Dinner
Individual tickets- $75
Tables:
Executive - $2000 (display table and up to 20 seats)
Commercial- $1500 (display table and up to 10 seats)
Organizational- $750 (up to 10 seats)
Military- $750 (display table and up to 10 seats)
Nonprofit Organization- $750 (display table and up to 10 seats)

Featured Speakers
United States Sentor Ted Cruz (Invited)
General Robert Neller, Commandant, USMC (Invited)
Consul-General Tetsuro Amano of Japan

Hotel Accommodations
Houston Marriott South at Hobby Airport
9100 Gulf Freeway, Houston, Texas 77017
(713) 943-7979
Tickets Available at: www.hmac.us
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MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, HOUSTON AREA
Houston Corps of Cadets ROTC Endowment Fund–The University of Houston
(Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force)
Please Print Donor name:_______________________________________________________
Mailing Address_____________________________________________ _________________
____________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Phone: Day_______________Evening_____________e-mail__________________________
My pledge of $_________should be designed to support MOAA,HA Houston Corps of Cadets
My gift will be made with installments of $______to be paid monthly___quarterly___annually___.
Beginning date:_______The Office of Stewardship will send reminders.)
__Enclosed is a check (made payable to University of Houston) for the first pledge payable.
Please charge my credit card for the amount of my gift, as scheduled above:
___Visa ___Mastercard ___American Express ___Discover
Account Number_________________________________ Expiration date:_______________
Name as it appears on card:_________________________________________________
Signature:_______________________________________________________________
______I would like to be contacted about fulfilling my pledge with a gift of appreciated securities.
My pledge payment will be matched by: __________________________________________
(Please specify company for our records)
Donor signature:___________________________________date_______________________
Donor Signature:___________________________________date_______________________
Thank you for your support of the MILITARY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION OF AMERICA, HOUSTON
AREA, HOUSTON CORPS OF CADETS ROTC ENDOWMENT FUND, THE UNIVERSITY OF
HOUSTON
____________________________________________________________________________
University of Houston; Advancement Services; P.O. Box 867; Houston TX 77001-0867
Attn: Nancy V. Clark E-mail: uh.edu/giving

Military Officers Association of America, Houston Area
Membership is available to Officers who have held a Federal Warrant or Commission in any of the seven
uniformed services of the United States or to the surviving spouse of such a person. Please use this form for
application for membership, renewal, or changes to the current directory of members.

NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________
(Please print)Last
First
Initial
Grade Service
Branch_____________________________________________________________________________
Spouse’s first name: ________________________Tel. For Directory___________________________
Home address:______________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
Civilian Occupation:_________________________________________________________________
Business Firm ____________________________________Business phone_____________________
E-mail: ___________________________________________________________________________
Dues: Regular Membership $30 first year; annual renewal $30 ($20 for each addn’l year pd w/renewal)
Auxiliary (spouse of deceased officer) $15 ($10 for each addn’l year pd
w/renewal)
WOULD YOU SERVE ON A COMMITTEE? ____________________________
Comments__________________________________________________________
Make check payable to MOAA,HA and send to MOAA,HA
PO Box 1082 Houston TX 77251-1082
For more information, call Rollins Collins 704.213.2334
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